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Today’s agenda

16.00-16.05

Welcome from the City of London

16.05-16.10

Welcome from ESG_VC: The Road Ahead

16.10-16.35

ESG in VC: The View from the Top

16.35-16.50

BVCA: The Regulatory Landscape

16.50-17.10

LP Perspectives on ESG

17.10-17.30

Empowering ESG in Venture Portfolios

17.30-17.55

The Scale-Up Panel

Join our community

ESG_VC is a growing community of start-ups and venture capital 
firms with members spanning the UK, Europe, Canada, the USA, 
Australia, and New Zealand.

We offer a range of benefits to investors and companies, and we  
do not charge for the resources we make available to the industry. 

For investors, becoming a member will enable you to access:

•  ESG resources for due diligence and portfolio management
•  Support with regulatory compliance including SFDR
•  Free workshops for your portfolio
•  Support with LP reporting on ESG
•  Networking with ESG specialists across the VC ecosystem
•  Recommendations on advisers, platforms, and consultants

For companies, you can either sign up directly to access our  
events and resources or you can speak to your investors about 
becoming members.

We are also working with a range of corporate partners, so  
please get in touch if you would like to learn more about how we 
work with the wider ecosystem.
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Henry Philipson
Director of Marketing & Communications,
Beringea 
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Speakers

The Rt Hon the Lord Mayor, 
Alderman Nicholas Lyons
City of London Corporation

Alderman Nicholas Lyons was elected as the next Lord Mayor 
of the City of London on 29 September 2022. He took office 
as the 694th Lord Mayor on 11 November 2022. He previously 
served as Sheriff of the City of London in 2021-22 and in 
that capacity supported the then Lord Mayor, undertaking 
numerous engagements and activities at home and abroad.

Henry leads marketing and communications for Beringea in 
the UK, working closely with the transatlantic venture capital 
firm’s investment and fundraising teams. Henry has also led 
Beringea’s work on ESG, including co-founding ESG_VC, an 
industry initiative to help portfolio companies improve their ESG 
performance. 

Andrew Williamson 
Managing Partner, 
Cambridge Innovation Capital

Prior to joining Cambridge Innovation Capital, Andrew spent 
ten years in venture capital at Physic Ventures in San Francisco 
and True North Venture Partners in Chicago. Prior to that 
he was on a more academic career path leading research in 
clean technology applications in the USA. Andrew has a PhD in 
Physics from the University of Cambridge and an MBA from the 
University of California, Berkeley. 

Raphael Crouan 
Managing Director Technology Clients Europe, 
Orrick

Raph is Orrick’s Managing Director for technology clients in 
Europe with a focus on Great Britain, France, Germany and 
Italy. He serves as the interface between the European tech 
ecosystem at large and the Orrick partnership and team in all 
European countries.

Natalia Neuman
COO & General Counsel,  
Lakestar

Natalia is Lakestar’s General Counsel and COO. She is 
responsible for all legal and regulatory oversight of Lakestar’s 
entities. She represents the company during all investments 
and is also coordinating Lakestar’s internal operations.

Camilla Richards
Partner & Head of Investor Relations,  
Atomico

Camilla Richards is Partner and Head of Investor Relations 
at Atomico, based in London. She oversees fundraising and 
the firm’s relationships with its investors globally. Camilla is 
passionate about Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and is actively 
involved in furthering DEI across the alternatives industry as 
Chair of Atomico’s DEI Task Force.
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Michelle Lamprecht
Head of Corporate Affairs, 
Cambridge Innovation Capital

Michelle is Head of Corporate Affairs and manages CIC’s 
ESG and Impact strategy, marketing strategy, and is a 
communications advisor and mentor to CIC’s portfolio 
companies. She has 20 years experience of international 
leadership in strategic communications and business across a 
range of public and privately owned organisations.

Nick Chipperfield
Policy Manager,
BVCA

Nick represents the BVCA on UK and international regulatory 
policy. Working closely with private capital firms and their 
advisers, he is responsible for gathering industry feedback on 
a wide range of proposals for regulatory change, and helping 
guide policymakers towards outcomes that achieve policy 
objectives in ways that support the ongoing success of the 
private capital industry in the UK.

Steph Kempton 
Investment Manager, 
Legal & General Capital

Steph has over 7 years experience as an LP. She started her 
career at abrdn where she worked on the Private Equity team 
focused on primary, secondary and co-investments across a 
range of sectors. Steph focused on European VC investments 
at Legal and General Capital.

Julia Groves 
Managing Director for Sustainability, 
British Business Bank

Julia Groves is the Managing Director for Sustainability, 
and joined the British Business Bank in April 2022. She leads 
development of the Bank’s net zero transition programme, 
ESG integration and acts as champion for the responsible 
investment strategy. Julia has been working on building a more 
sustainable economy for over 20 years.

James Hadley 
Chief Financial Officer,
Northern Gritstone

James is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England & Wales and trained with KPMG. He has c.20 years’ 
experience in the financial services sector gained working for 
a variety of companies, including Santander and RSA. Most 
recently he served as Chief Financial & Operating Officer at 
Savannah, a tech-focused VC fund manager.

Grace Savage 
ESG Lead, 
Molten Ventures

Grace has a background in sustainability, specifically within 
environmental policy and management and she is currently 
working as ESG Lead at Molten Ventures - a listed, generalist 
VC investing in Series A+ tech companies across the UK and 
Europe. 



Dr Tauni Lanier 
Director - Sustainability and ESG Hub, 
BDO 
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Annabel Clark 
Head of Investor Relations and Communications, 
Syncona

Annabel is Head of Investor Relations and Communications at 
Syncona Investment Management Ltd.  Previously, she was a 
Consultant at Greenbrook Communications, advising clients on 
a wide range of projects and transactions. Prior to that, Annabel 
spent several years at a leading financial communications firm, 
working with companies across a number of sectors. 

Tauni is a recognised expert in sustainable finance and 
sustainable development. She has a PhD in Environmental 
Economics from the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland. Tauni 
has served as a non-executive director of Carbon Tracker and 
held the post of Executive Director of IMPACT2030, the only 
private sector-led initiative with the United Nations.

Rian Urding 
Chief Financial Officer, 
Pragmatic Semiconductor

Rian Urding is the Group Chief Financial Officer for Pragmatic. 
Rian joined the company after spending 3 years as CFO for 
McLaren Automotive, the global supercar manufacturer. Rian 
was previously CEO of London Electric Vehicle Company (USA), 
and he co-founded Emerald Automotive, an automotive start-
up that he was instrumental in selling to OEM Geely in 2014. 

Jack Scott 
Co-Founder and CMO 
DASH Water

Jack is co-founder and CMO of DASH Water, one of the UK’s 
bestselling seltzer brands. Jack began his career working 
at Cawston Press, the British drinks brand, and he is today 
responsible for scaling the DASH brand and delivering on its 
sustainability objectives.

Michelle You
Co-Founder and CEO,  
Supercritical

Michelle is co-founder and CEO of vetted carbon removal 
marketplace, Supercritical. At the forefront of the UK’s climate 
tech ecosystem, Michelle is a former venture partner at 
LocalGlobe, where she focused on climate investments, and is a 
member of the TechZero task force. Michelle also co-founded 
Songkick, which she scaled to its exit to Warner Music Group. 
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On behalf of ESG_VC, today’s event has been organised and supported 
by Beringea and Cambridge Innovation Capital, two of the UK’s leading 
venture capital firms. 

Beringea is a transatlantic venture capital investor with more than $800m under 
management across its funds in the UK and the US. It seeks to create lasting 
success for rapidly scaling entrepreneurial companies.

With an investment team spanning offices in Detroit (US) and London (UK), it 
provides patient capital and a global footprint to back founders throughout their 
journey, helping them overcome barriers to scale and build international success 
stories.

Cambridge Innovation Capital (CIC) is a leading venture investor backing and 
building category-leading deep tech and life sciences companies. CIC currently 
manages in excess of £0.5 billion and has invested in around 40 companies. CIC 
is a preferred investor for the University of Cambridge, Europe’s top source of 
founders for venture-backed start-ups. 

As a team, we have a passion for science and its potential to drive change. 
Through our expertise and our position in one of the country’s most powerful 
science and technology ecosystems, we’re able to identify and support the most 
promising entrepreneurs in knowledge intensive businesses and help them 
achieve their vision.

To support businesses, stakeholders and investors with the ever evolving 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) regulatory landscape, BDO 
UK has launched its Sustainability and ESG Hub – a gateway to a range 
of proactive advisory and tax solutions, including; Strategic Consulting, 
Carbon Advisory, Readiness and Assurance, Reviews and Due Diligence, 
Sustainable Finance, Outsourced Reporting, Governance, People Advisory 
and Responsible Tax.

The Hub is led by Professor Simon Pringle with a leadership team comprising 
of Dr Tauni Lanier, Tim House and Howard Lungley. Drawing on experience 
from academia, research and the United Nations to investment banking and 
industry, they bring decades of experience in sustainability.

Our diverse team of experts is an enhancement to the specialist areas of 
BDO, working with our colleagues in Audit and Assurance, Advisory and 
Tax to collectively provide the best support to you across the changing 
landscape.

BDO’s international reach further enables us to work globally while acting 
locally, connecting our expansive network of clients and partners with best-
in-class sustainable business practice.

It’s our objective to help you to create value, protect value and manage risk.

Event sponsors
We are grateful to our ecosystem partners for their support in 
producing today’s event. These partners is playing a significant role in the 
growth of our initiative and the embedding of ESG across our industry.
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Orrick is a modern, inclusive, global law firm focused on serving the Tech & 
Innovation, Energy & Infrastructure and Finance sectors. Based in 27+ markets 
worldwide, we help our clients grow and innovate, we protect them and we 
help them win. We’re also transforming the delivery of legal services. That’s 
why Financial Times has selected Orrick as a Top 3 Most Innovative Law Firm 
for seven years in a row.

In Tech & Innovation, we help clients compete globally and thrive in a fast-
paced and dynamic landscape. Our tech lawyers lead the market, ranking #1 
in Europe for venture capital financings (for 30 consecutive quarters) and top 
five globally by PitchBook. In 2022, we advised on 1,050+ venture financings 
globally valued at US$43 billion. Our clients include more than 4,000 tech 
companies, 13 of the world’s 15 largest public tech companies, 100+ unicorns 
and leading VC investors globally. 

We partner with clients on virtually every transaction type – formation through 
going public – and achieve outstanding litigation and regulatory outcomes for 
them. As dedicated business partners, we focus on helping clients set their 
strategic agendas, shape key employment strategies, manage cyber risk, lobby 
for innovation-friendly public policy and establish effective ESG oversight.

HSBC Innovation Banking provides commercial banking services, expertise 
and insights to the technology, life science and healthcare, private equity and 
venture capital industries. HSBC Innovation Banking UK is a subsidiary of HSBC 
Group, benefiting from its stability, strong credit rating and international reach 
to help fuel its growth.

The City of London Corporation is the governing body of the Square Mile 
dedicated to a vibrant and thriving City, supporting a diverse and sustainable 
London within a globally successful UK.  By strengthening the connections, 
capacity and character of the City, London and the UK, we aim to:  

•	 Contribute to a flourishing society 

•	 Support a thriving economy 

•	 Shape outstanding environments

Through the Global City Campaign, the City of London Corporation seeks to 
promote the UK as a world-leading international financial centre, showcasing 
the UK as a great place for financial and professional services firms to 
invest, locate and grow. Some current work in support of this overarching 
campaign include:

Finance for Impact 

In 2022 we launched the Finance for Impact initiative to promote the UK as 
a global leader in sustainable finance and to scale finance deployed to deliver 
positive and measurable social outcomes. We are currently conducting an 
engagement programme with financial services sub-sectors (insurance, 
sovereign wealth funds and venture capital) exploring the challenges and 
opportunities that impact finance presents.

Growth Capital

The City Corporation convened a group of pension providers to create the 
Mansion House Compact launched by the Lord Mayor and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in July 2023. The voluntary commitment, made by nine 
founding signatories representing over £400bn in assets, is to allocate 
at least 5% of DC default funds to unlisted equities by 2030, in a way that 
is consistent with the requirement to act in the best interests of savers. 
The Compact will also benefit high-growth UK companies including those 
operating in fintech, life sciences, biotech, and clean technology sectors.


